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The network and its participants endorse Multidimensional Poverty Indices (MPIs) as a powerful policy tool for 

enhanced poverty reduction at the regional, national and subnational level, with the ability to illuminate the state 

and progress of marginalised groups. 

Poverty is unacceptable. It is often defined by one-dimensional measures, such as income. But no one indicator alone can 

capture the multiple aspects of poverty. A rapidly increasing number of policymakers and statisticians around the world are 

now working to establish multidimensional poverty measures. Many are using the Alkire Foster (AF) methodology and the 

related set of empirical techniques developed by the Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI). 

The Multidimensional Poverty Peer Network (MPPN) is an international network of senior policymakers from nearly 30 

governments engaged in exploring or implementing multidimensional poverty measures. The network connects 

policymakers who have already implemented such innovative measures with those considering or designing such measures. 

It invites other governments to join the network, take advantage of South-South exchanges and be part of this growing 

number of countries exploring and adopting rigorous yet simple multidimensional poverty measures to guide policy 

effectively. 

Within governments, the network supports policymakers in proactively communicating these new poverty measures 

between government and statistical agencies, as well as to citizens, civil society and the private sector. It provides a forum 

for dialogue between data producers and data users. The network welcomes the participation of Small Island Developing 

States and recognizes their need to adapt multidimensional poverty measures to the particularities of these contexts. The 

network also welcomes regional bodies that are using, advocating and advancing multidimensional measures. The network 

aims to support members as they strive to energise and strengthen actions that eradicate poverty in all its forms, and to 

reduce the promulgation of policies that invest in producing and reproducing poverty. 

Given the cutting edge nature of this work, MPPN and its participants will continue to develop powerful tools of 

measurement, evaluation, policy design and analysis. 

One of the strengths of the MPI methodology is its rigour and robustness. The network will facilitate academic and 

applied research in order to generate more tools for policy analysis and for data collection. It will advance research on a 

number of essential areas such as the practical linkages between poverty reduction and: environmental sustainability, 

information and communication technology, and wellbeing. It will also develop tools and processes that facilitate the 

communication of regional, national and/or subnational MPIs both to citizens and to policy actors. 

The network and its participants endorse multidimensional poverty as an overall goal of the new Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and endorse the establishment of a new MPI 2015+ measure of extreme poverty in 

the post-2015 development context. 

Poverty is now widely recognised as multidimensional. The network and its participants strongly recommend that the post-

2015 development agenda track multidimensional poverty. They endorse a Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) to help 

measure success. An improved headline indicator of multidimensional poverty – at present termed MPI 2015+ – can 

reflect a set of interconnected deprivations that batter poor people’s lives at the same time. The network has developed 

and revised draft survey modules to focus the discussion on data needs to implement the MPI 2015+. 

An MPI 2015+ can play a critical role in ensuring no one is left behind. It can be easily broken down to show how people 

are poor (what disadvantages they experience together) and the inequalities between those living in poverty. An MPI can 

show which groups are poor (for example by gender, ethnicity and region), data permitting. This information can 

strengthen policy. An MPI can be catalytic because it provides political incentives to reduce poverty by reflecting changes 

swiftly, and can be used to monitor inclusive growth and to map linkages between poverty and environmental threats. Yet 

an MPI 2015+ requires regular and high quality surveys covering key indicators. So the MPPN calls for short term 

investments in data collection and long term investments in transforming statistical systems. 

Since its launch in 2013, the network has grown considerably. It now draws together Ministers and senior 

officials from nearly 30 governments and a growing number of international institutions. The network has 

decided to organise a joint side event at the 2014 UN General Assembly, and a side event at the 2015 UN 

Statistical Commission Meetings. The network is proud to launch a new website to share the work of 

participants with a wider global audience: www.mppn.org. 

http://www.mppn.org/
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Organization of American States;   

 Dr. Sabina Alkire, Director, Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI);  

 Professor James Foster, Research Associate, OPHI;  

 Dr. Naeem Uz Zaffar, Member, Social Sector, Planning Commission Ministry of Planning, Development and 

Reform, Government of Pakistan;  

 Dr. Lisa Grace Bersales, National Statistician and Head of Philippine Statistics Authority, Philippines;  

 Dr. Rosemarie Edillon, Assistant Director General of the National Development Office, National Economic and 

Development Authority, Philippines;  
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 Pali Lehohla, Statistician General, South Africa;  

 Eva del Hoyo-Barbolla, Head of Unit for Aid Effectiveness and Policy Coherence, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Cooperation, Spain;  

 Fayçal Masmoudi, Director of Human Resources, Ministry of Development and International Cooperation, Tunisia;  
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 Truong Thi Ngo, Director of the National Steering Committee for Poverty Reduction’s Coordination Office,  
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 Nobuo Yoshida, Senior Economist, World Bank  


